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During a Jan. 18 speech in Ciudad Dario (some 40 miles north of Managua), President Daniel Ortega
announced that he was prepared to free all prisoners accused of collaborating with the contras as
soon as a country outside of Central America agrees to accept them. This differs slightly with the
president's announcements in San Jose on Jan. 16. At that time, he indicated that the prisoners'
release would be delayed until negotiations with the contras on a cease-fire had been completed. If a
cease-fire did not develop, the prisoners would then be freed, assuming the US or "some other nonCentral American nation" accepted them. Ortega spoke to several hundred people gathered at an
amphitheater in the hometown of Ruben Dario, Nicaragua's leading figure in literary history. The
town was renamed in his honor about 50 years ago. The president challenged Reagan to admit the
prisoners into the US. "He has gone so far as to compare the mercenaries, these terrorists, criminals
and so-called freedom fighters, with Jefferson and with Lincoln. He has compared them to the
national heroes of the United States. So how can he now deny the entry of Jefferson and Lincoln in
the United States?...The freedom of the Jeffersons and Lincolns in Nicaraguan jails is in President
Reagan's hands." Recently, Deputy Interior Minister Rene Vivas said the total number of prisoners
in Nicaragua is 7,000. He said 1,600 of them are contras, and a similar number are former members
of the Somocista National Guard. Ortega said that on-site inspection of all five Central American
countries was "essential and indispensable" to verify compliance with the peace accord. He said
such inspections would turn up evidence that contras are using territory in some of those countries,
thereby violating the accord. Mauricio Diaz Davila, an opposition leader who is a member of the
National Reconciliation Commission, said the amnesty plan Ortega announced was not realistic. "It
is quite strange to free someone and them expel him from the country. And it would be unusual for
a country to agree to take 3,000 people at once."
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